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March 7, 1934 marked a decisive moment in Virginia history, when in response to the
repeal of Prohibition, the General Assembly voted to adopt a "liquor control plan," cre-
ating the Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC). While much has
changed in 75 years, Virginia ABC remains committed to providing excellent customer
service, enhancing public safety and maximizing revenue returned to the Commonwealth.

ABC’s 75th anniversary has resulted in print, radio and television news and talk show
segments on ABC history and the agency’s current initiatives. A community event 
“commemorating the oldest ABC store to remain in its original location in Clifton
Forge and a display of historical artifacts at the Library of Virginia added to the
anniversary year. ABC store posters inform customers that the agency has contributed
more than $6 billion to Virginia’s General Fund since the first stores opened in 1934.

ABC completed Fiscal Year 2009 with a record $665.6 million in annual gross sales. Although
slightly below forecast, sales increased by 3.8 percent over last year. Retail dollars are up 5.2
percent while mixed beverage licensee sales continue to lag with a 1.5 percent decrease.

Due to the tough economy, ABC is doing more with less and developing new ways to
enhance performance. The launching of ABC gift cards before the holiday season in the
agency’s 332 stores boosted fiscal year sales by $284,100. New SpaceMan software for
shelf management offers planogram-driven shelf configurations using category leaders for
anchors. More than 90 percent of store employees have taken and passed the newly launched
Internet-based product-knowledge training modules for all distilled spirits categories.

The newest education/prevention efforts include alcoholic energy drink awareness, alcohol
and aging awareness and a military outreach initiative on alcohol education. The National
Conference of State Liquor Administrators (NCSLA) presented a Best Practice Award for
Community Collaboration in Health and Safety to ABC for its military initiative, which
has expanded to include a Military Safe Rides Home Program in Hampton Roads.

Training/compliance efforts include “Ask 4 ID,” a four-minute online training video for sellers
and servers, assisting them with recognizing underage driver’s licenses. ABC sent “Ask 4 ID”
posters and stickers to more than 15,000 licensed establishments. The campaign coin-
cides with the issuing of newly designed driver’s licenses with enhanced security features.

ABC is being recognized as an example of environmental sustainability with its increased
emphasis on “going green.” Last year, ABC recycled 364 tons of cardboard, 18 tons of
shrink-wrap and 44 tons of office paper. ABC received E2 certification by the Virginia
Environmental Excellence Program and the agency is currently pursuing E3 certification.
The agency’s latest efforts include coordinating with the licensee community about envi-
ronmentally friendly procedures that can reduce waste, conserve energy and save money.

In this 75th anniversary year, ABC remains committed to the public safety of Virginia’s
citizens, providing alcohol education for people of all ages; excellent customer service at
each of our retail locations; and generating a consistent source of revenue for some of
the commonwealth’s most important programs.

Susan R. Swecker, Chair

Board Chair Susan R. Swecker

2901 Hermitage Road, Richmond, VA 23220
Phone: (804) 213-4400

ABC VISION

To enhance the quality of life for Virginia’s
citizens by balancing service, revenue
and control in the distribution, sale and
consumption of alcoholic beverages.

ABC MISSION

To control the distribution of alcoholic
beverages; operate efficient, conveniently
located retail outlets; enforce the laws of
the Commonwealth pertaining to alco-
holic beverages and youth access to
tobacco products; and provide excellent
customer service, a reliable source of
revenue and effective public safety.

(Cover, top) ABC store, ca. mid-1930s. 
(Cover, bottom) ABC Store 114, Colonial
Heights, 2009.
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Governor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Timothy M. Kaine

ABC Board*

Board Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan R. Swecker
Commissioner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Franklin P. Hall
Commissioner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . William J. Pantele

Executive Staff

Chief Operating Officer, Secretary to the Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . W. Curtis Coleburn, III
Chief Administrative Officer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeffrey L. Painter
Chief Financial Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. Craig Vanderland

Division Directors

Bureau of Law Enforcement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Francis J. Monahan
Financial Management Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barry M. Wenzig
Hearings, Appeals and Judicial Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert S. O’Neal
Human Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Janet L. Lawson
Information Technology Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charles R. Moore
Internal Audit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John W. Wszelaki
Policy, Analysis and Support Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claiborne Watkins
Property Management Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert W. Southall
Public Affairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rebecca V. Gettings
Wholesale/Retail Operations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Virginia A. Adams 

* Also on the Board this fiscal year: Pamela O’Berry Evans served as Board Chair from April 2008

to March 2009, and left in March after the General Assembly elected her General District Court

Judge for Chesterfield County. Esther H. Vassar reassumed the position of Board Chair from

April to July 2009, and left in July upon appointment as National Ombudsman for the U.S.

Small Business Administration in the Obama Administration.

ABC Board, July 2009 (left to right):
Commissioner William J. Pantele, 
Chair Susan R. Swecker and 
Commissioner Franklin P. Hall.

Governor Timothy M. Kaine
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The 2009 session of the Virginia General Assembly once again dealt with a wide range
of issues relating to alcoholic beverages. From alcoholic energy drinks to zoning issues
affecting farm wineries, almost 40 alcohol-related measures were considered by the leg-
islators. Less than half of these measures actually survived to become law. The following
are among the more significant.

• PILOT PROJECT. After a year of study by subcommittees of the House Committee on
General Laws and the Senate Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services, legis-
lation was passed to create a pilot project to evaluate an alternative method for meas-
uring the level of food sales required for mixed beverage licensees. Under existing law,
mixed beverage licensees must annually sell an amount of food and non-alcoholic
beverages equal to at least 45 percent of the total of such food and non-alcoholic bev-
erages sales and mixed beverage sales. Some licensees have suggested that consumers
are ordering more expensive spirits drinks, requiring additional food sales despite no
increase in alcohol volume. The pilot project will peg food sales requirements to the
amount of alcohol purchased, rather than the dollar values of mixed drinks sold.
During the two-year voluntary project, participating licensees will satisfy the food
sales requirement by either meeting the existing 45 percent ratio or selling at least
$350 of food and non-alcoholic beverages for each proof gallon of spirits purchased
from the Board during the license year. A proof gallon is one gallon of 100 proof spir-
its. ABC will report its findings and any recommendations based upon the results of
the project to the General Assembly on or before July 1, 2011.

• NEW REGULATIONS. The Alcoholic Beverage Control Board will be promulgating new
regulations in two areas as a result of legislative action: (1) Two identical bills, House
Bill 2051 and Senate Bill 1258, were enacted which require the Board to establish a
schedule of offenses for which penalties may be waived upon a showing that the
licensee has had no prior violations within five years immediately preceding the date
of the violation. This waiver will not be granted for a licensee’s willful and knowing
violation of statutes or Board regulations. (2) Energy drinks containing alcohol are
addressed by House Bill 2597. This statute calls upon the Board to promulgate a regu-
lation that requires off-premises retail licensees to place any premixed energy drink
containing one-half of one percent or more alcohol by volume in the same location in
the store where beer and wine are made available for sale within the licensed premises.

• STATE FAIR. The State Fair of Virginia moved into its new home at the Meadow Farm
Event Park in 2009, and in preparation for the opening of the new venue, the General
Assembly passed Senate Bill 1414, adding the ability for certain non-profit organiza-
tions owning a “rural event and entertainment park” to receive an annual mixed bev-
erage special events license. In its previous location, the Fair obtained one-day special
event licenses for any event involving the sale of alcoholic beverages. The new legisla-
tion allows the issuance of a permanent annual license to cover all the events at the
park, in lieu of many individual ones.

• WINE-OF-THE-MONTH CLUBS. Licensed wine or beer shippers operating “wine-of-the-
month” or “beer-of-the-month” clubs will now be able to solicit and receive applica-
tions for subscriptions away from their licensed places of business. As a general rule,
licensees must sell wine or beer at their licensed premises. Some “wine-of-the-
month” club operators wanted to be able to conduct sale transactions at wine festivals
or other locations away from their licensed location. Senate Bill 1445 will now allow
the holder of a wine shipper license or beer shipper license to solicit and receive
applications for subscription to a “wine-of-the-month” or “beer-of-the-month” club
at locations for which a license allowing on-premises consumption has been granted.

• CARBONATED SPIRITS. A major distiller found itself with a product with limited mar-
ketability to restaurants, leading to the introduction of House Bill 2052 and Senate

Chief Operating Officer W. Curtis  Coleburn

(continued) 



VIRGINIA ABC • 2009 ANNUAL REPORT • LEGISLATIVE SYNOPSIS • PAGE 6 www.abc.virginia.gov

Bill 983. The Code of Virginia provides that mixed beverage licensees may not deliver
to a consumer an original bottle of alcoholic beverages, except for hotel room service
and the Korean spirit soju. The new product is carbonated, and restaurants found
that the product lost its carbonation after opening. They were reluctant to stock the
item to pour individual drinks, since the product remaining in the bottle after the
first drink was poured might spoil before it was sold. The new legislation allows the
delivery to consumers of spirits in the original container as long as the container is no
larger than 375 milliliters, the alcohol content is no greater than 15 percent by vol-
ume, and the contents are carbonated and perishable.

• PUBLIC SAFETY THREATS AT LICENSED PREMISES. Prior to 2008, a statute authorized the
Board to suspend or revoke a license if the licensee operated a “disorderly” establish-
ment. A federal court decision finding the term “disorderly” unconstitutionally vague
led the General Assembly to repeal the challenged provision. This left ABC with limit-
ed ability to address persistent public safety issues occurring at licensed premises.
House Bill 2523 addresses this issue. It authorizes the Board to suspend or revoke a
license if the licensee has failed to prevent the licensed premises or his property or
public property immediately adjacent to the licensed premises from becoming a place
where patrons arrested for certain criminal violations that are so frequent and serious
as to be deemed a continuing threat to public safety.

• AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE. In 2006, the General Assembly passed an amendment to §4.1-
200 of the Code of Virginia, providing that alcoholic beverages could be served or
given to persons under the age of 21 years at someone’s residence, provided the
underage recipient was accompanied by a parent, guardian, or spouse who is 21 years
of age or older. There is a cross-reference to this provision in the statute prohibiting
consumption of alcoholic beverages by persons under 21, creating an exception to the
consumption prohibition for the home with parent situation. Some courts in the
Commonwealth interpreted these provisions to require that whenever an underage
person was charged with underage consumption, the Commonwealth had a burden
to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the underage consumer did not consume at
a residence in the presence of a parent, guardian, or spouse of age. House Bill 2627
clarifies the situation by making the exception an affirmative defense. The intent is
that the Commonwealth does not have to prove the defendant did not drink at home,
but the defendant can attempt to prove such consumption in his defense.

• IGNITION INTERLOCK. A great deal of discussion in legislative committees this year
dealt with the proposed expansion of the requirement that certain persons convicted
of driving under the influence of alcohol equip their motor vehicles with an ignition
interlock system. With ignition interlock, the driver has to provide a breath sample
before starting the car, and the ignition will not engage upon the detection of alcohol.
Existing law required courts to order ignition interlock installation for persons con-
victed of a second offense of DUI within five years. There were proposals to require
an interlock for all offenders, but ultimately Senate Bill 1463 was adopted, which
extends the ignition interlock requirement to all those convicted of a second offense
within ten years of the first offense.

• LOCAL REGULATION OF FARM WINERY ACTIVITIES. There has been a continuing discus-
sion at the General Assembly in recent years concerning the proper level of local gov-
ernment control over activities at Virginia farm wineries. In 2006, the legislature
adopted what is now §15.2-2288.3 of the Code of Virginia, expressing the policy of
the Commonwealth with respect to the use of local land use authority to regulate
farm winery activities. The statute was amended in 2007 to list certain farm winery
activities not subject to local regulation. This year’s House Bill 2071 and Senate Bill
1033 were identical pieces of legislation which now require that local restriction on
farm winery activities must take into account “the agricultural nature of such activi-
ties and events.”

LEGISLATIVE SYNOPSIS (CONTINUED)
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Licenses and Licensing
ABC retail licenses (1) 16,503
New retail, wholesale and special-permit licenses 1,914
Licensed retail establishments 15,605
Private or corporate owners 10,096
Alcohol compliance rates for retail licensees (%) (2) 90
Average processing time for new retail applications (in days) (3) 81
One-day banquet and special-event licenses 16,692 
(1) Inclusive of licenses for sale and consumption of beer and wine, mixed beverages,

on- or off-premises. 
(2) Fiscal Year 2008 rate: 86 percent
(3) Fiscal Year 2008: 79 days. ABC targets a 60-day average.
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STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS: PREVENTION EDUCATION

Publications, Conferences & Grants
Total prevention education / compliance publications distributed (1) 347,000
College Conference participants (2) 203
“The Hidden Epidemic: Alcohol, Medication and the Older Adult, 

Best Practices 2009” Conference participants (3) 168
Operation Undergrad grants presented 6
Operation Undergrad disbursements $50,075
Community Coalition grants presented 7
Community Coalition disbursements $60,765
Operation Undergrad and Community Coalition grants are funded by the Office of
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJDDP) and administered by ABC.

(1) Distributed to colleges and universities, law enforcement, licensees, community
groups, youth, parents and other Virginia citizens.

(2) The 23rd Annual College Conference, held at Virginia Beach, October 30–
November 1, 2008, was presented in conjunction with the Virginia College Leadership
Council (VA CALC). Funding was made possible through a grant from the Virginia
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)

(3) The 2009 “Hidden Epidemic” conference, held at Virginia Commonwealth University
(VCU), Richmond, April 7, 2009, was presented in conjunction with VCU’s Virginia
Center on Aging, the Alcohol and Aging Awareness Group (AAAG) and the Mid-
Atlantic Addiction Technology Transfer Center (ATTC).

STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS: LAW ENFORCEMENT

Law Enforcement Activity
Criminal investigations 14,914  
Arrests 2,897
Illegal still investigations 7
Inspections of licensed establishments 10,346 
Underage Buyer (UB) compliance checks 4,624
ABC special agents 90
Written warning reports 1,457 
Written violation reports 1,049
Wine, beer and mixed-beverage application and 

state license fees collected $11,681,402.66

Tobacco Synar
Synar compliance rate, May 1–September 30, 2009 (%) (1) 87
Total tobacco checks by ABC agents (2) 4,713
Tobacco Synar is part of a substance abuse prevention and treatment block grant from
the federal government to the Virginia Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation
and Substance Abuse Services. ABC also receives funding from the Virginia Tobacco
Settlement Foundation.

(1) Fiscal Year 2008: 83 percent
(2) This includes attempted checks visited but found not suitable for an underage buyer

(UB) check. Fiscal Year 2008: 4,172 checks 

Compliance Training
Responsible Sellers & Servers: Virginia’s Program (RSVP) classes 93
RSVP participants (statewide) 1,537
Managers’ Alcohol Responsibility Training (MART) classes 16
MART participants (statewide) 238
Speaking/training engagements 20
Public training presentations 126
Licensee training presentations 1,262
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STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS: HEARINGS & APPEALS

Cases Referred for Hearings
Case Activity Count
Violation/disciplinary reports 1,015
Contested applications 58

• Approved 22
• Denied 7
• Withdrawn before hearing 29

Contested banquet applications 13
• Approved 7
• Denied 5
• Withdrawn before hearing 7

Wine and beer franchise cases 8
Total hearings requested 1,100

Hearings Dispositions, Fiscal Year 2009
Percentage of Total

Case Activity Count Cases Received
Settled by consent settlement offer 416 44.8%
Heard by ABC hearing officer 1 365 39.3%
Settled by offer in compromise 97 10.5%
Withdrawn or dismissed prior to hearing 2 50 5.3%

Total hearings dispositions 3 928 100%
1 365 hearings were held on 778 charges filed; licensees with multiple charges had cases

combined into one hearing for efficiency.
2 These cases were withdrawn or dismissed prior to the hearing because the licenses

had been surrendered or the applications were withdrawn.
3 154 cases were in process at the end of FY 08 and were completed during FY 09; 200

cases were in process at the end of FY 09 to be completed during FY 10

Average Case Turn-Around Time (in Days)
Activity FY 04 FY 05 FY 06 FY 07 FY 08 FY 09
Violations 146 129 130 120 91 178
Applications 113 105 99 93 106 135

Case Decisions Appealed
Percentage

Activity Count of Total
Initial decision of hearing officer to ABC Board 1 49 4.5%
Final decision of ABC Board to circuit court 2 4 8.2%
1 Percentage of all cases referred
2 Percentage of all appealed cases

Civil Penalties Collected
Activity Count
Civil penalties collected (dollars) $1,454,475
Average civil penalty per case (dollars) $1,859
Average suspension period per case (days) 1 18.72
1 Most ABC case decisions provide for a civil penalty or suspension period. This average

reflects the results of all civil penalties or suspension time levied from all case deci-
sions, consent settlement offers, and offers-in-compromise for FY 09. When allowed by
the Board order, licensees may choose which penalty they prefer to accept. Some
penalties contain both mandatory suspension periods and civil penalties.

STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS: PERSONNEL

Training and Tuition Assistance
Employees who attended in-house training programs (1) 388
Web-based training modules supported 52
Training module sessions completed by ABC employees (2) 40,781
Employees who participated in ABC’s Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) 14
(1) In addition to outside training workshops and conferences.
(2) Inclusive of full-time, part-time, ABC stores and central office employees. On average,

each employee completed 14–28 modules each.

Employees and Hiring
Total employees 2,682
Total classified employees 982
Total part-time employees 1,700
Classified employees hired in Fiscal Year 2009 46
Part-time employees hired in Fiscal Year 2009 668
This table reflects ABC personnel as of September 2, 2009, inclusive of classified and
part-time, ABC stores, regional law-enforcement offices and central office. 

Employee Demographics
Average age (years) (1) 47.6
Average years of service, classified employees (2) 11.8
Gender: male (%) (3) 54.7
Gender: female (%) (3) 45.3
Minority (%) (4) 36.6
This table reflects ABC personnel as September 2, 2009, inclusive of classified and part-
time, ABC stores, regional law-enforcement offices and central office. The following
comparative measures for all state classified employees are taken from the Virginia
Department of Human Resources Management (DHRM) Workforce Planning Reports.

(1) Average age (all state employees): 46.1 years
(2) Average years of service (all state employees): 11.9 years
(3) Gender (all state employees): male, 45.6%; female, 54.5%
(4) Minority (all state employees): 34.0%
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STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS: STORES & PRODUCTS

ABC Stores
Alcohol compliance rate for ABC stores (%) (1) 97
Average delivery cost to ABC stores (dollars per case) $0.76
Total shipments to ABC stores (cases) 3,765,612
Total shipments to ABC stores (weight, in lbs) 121,398,060
(1) Fiscal Year 2008 rate: 97 percent

ABC Products

PRICE LIST
Active items on price list 2,580
Virginia wines on price list 87
Items de-listed from price list (1) 127

SPECIAL ORDERS
Items on special order catalog 248
Total special order purchases (cases) (2) 11,043
Total special order revenue (dollars) (2) $2,202,184

• Catalog purchases (cases) 3,447 
• Catalog revenue (dollars) $1,002,238
• Non-catalog purchases (cases) (3) 7,596
• Non-catalog revenue (dollars) $1,199.946

(1) De-listed items remain on the price list until all inventory has been depleted
(2) These totals include both catalog and non-catalog special orders.
(3) Non-catalog special orders are for those items not included in the special order cata-

log. They must be purchased by the case and must be obtainable from a source within
the continental United States.

Store Activities: July 1, 2008–June 30, 2009
Store Location Activity Closed Opened Total
040 Loudoun new store — 07-01-08 332
142 Front Royal modernization 06-21-08 07-04-08 332
164 Crewe relocation 07-08-08 07-10-08 332
121 Fredericksburg modernization 07-05-08 07-19-08 332
244 Hampton modernization — 08-01-08 332
327 Blacksburg relocation 08-25-08 08-26-08 332
035 Aquia new store — 08-28-08 333
167 Berryville modernization — 08-30-08 333
229 Roanoke relocation 08-23-08 09-27-08 333
068 Harrisonburg closed 09-11-08 — 332
107 Norfolk relocation 10-19-08 10-21-08 332
280 Chesapeake modernization 10-20-08 11-04-08 332
358 Arlington relocation — 11-04-08 332
122 Staunton modernization 01-05-09 01-21-09 332
106 Virginia Beach modernization 01-19-09 02-04-09 332
292 Richmond modernization 02-08-09 02-23-09 332
282 Hampton relocation 02-22-09 02-25-09 332
340 Newport News relocation 03-10-09 03-12-09 332
199 Pearisburg relocation 03-28-09 03-30-09 332
114 Colonial Heights new store — 04-01-09 333
184 Harrisonburg relocation 05-16-09 05-19-09 333
346 Merrifield modernization 05-10-09 05-26-09 333
296 Springfield closed — 05-31-09 332
307 Virginia Beach relocation 04-30-09 06-12-09 332

(Below) Chris Goodman, Jama Smith and John Taylor were named Special
Agents In Charge on May 11 during a Bureau of Law Enforcement promotion
ceremony. From left: Deputy Enforcement Director Shawn Walker, Chair
Esther Vassar, SAC Taylor, SAC Smith, SAC Goodman, Commissioner Franklin
Hall and Enforcement Director Francis Monahan.
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Top 50 Brands Sold in Fiscal Year 2009, Based on Dollars
  Rank                             Gross Dollars                    

FY 09 FY 08 Brand FY 09 FY 08 Change (%) Actual Change
Statewide total $665,524,660 $641,329,710 3.8 $24,194,950  
Top 50 $373,092,649 $361,216,521 3.3 $11,876,128  
All others $292,432,011 $280,113,189 4.4 $12,318,822  

1 1 Jack Daniel's 7 Black Tennessee Whiskey $22,823,023 $22,347,667 2.1 $475,356 
2 2 Grey Goose Vodka Imported $19,439,729 $19,974,241 (2.7) ($534,512)
3 3 Jim Beam Straight Bourbon Whiskey $18,733,316 $18,271,801 2.5 $461,516 
4 4 Crown Royal Canadian Whisky $18,255,947 $17,963,627 1.6 $292,319 
5 5 Absolut Vodka Imported $15,199,324 $15,581,845 (2.5) ($382,521)
6 6 Bacardi Superior Rum Domestic $14,321,017 $14,355,566 (0.2) ($34,549)
7 10 Aristocrat Vodka Domestic $14,016,161 $13,291,224 5.5 $724,936 
8 9 Captain Morgan's Spiced Rum Imported $13,747,871 $13,308,284 3.3 $439,587 
9 7 Jagermeister Cordials-Liqueurs-Specialties Imported $13,740,667 $14,163,861 (3.0) ($423,193)

10 8 Jose Cuervo Especial Gold Tequila $13,431,051 $13,687,124 (1.9) ($256,073)
11 11 Hennessy VS Cognac\Armagnac $12,232,087 $12,344,024 (0.9) ($111,936)
12 12 Seagram's Extra Dry Gin Domestic $10,566,391 $10,627,089 (0.6) ($60,698)
13 14 Patron Silver Tequila White $10,006,152 $8,902,302 12.4 $1,103,850 
14 13 Smirnoff 80 Vodka Domestic $9,862,022 $9,555,372 3.2 $306,650 
15 16 Smirnoff 80 PET Vodka Domestic $8,747,888 $7,142,801 22.5 $1,605,087 
16 33 Pinnacle Vodka Imported $8,171,358 $4,172,136 95.9 $3,999,222 
17 15 Bowman's Virginia Vodka Domestic $7,772,746 $8,158,822 (4.7) ($386,076)
18 18 Skyy Vodka Domestic $7,108,989 $6,811,705 4.4 $297,283 
19 20 Maker's Mark Straight Bourbon Whiskey $7,104,365 $6,331,424 12.2 $772,940 
20 17 Tanqueray Gin Imported $6,628,953 $7,076,284 (6.3) ($447,331)
21 19 Canadian Mist Canadian Whisky $6,527,519 $6,557,040 (0.5) ($29,521)
22 21 Grand Marnier Cordon Rouge Cordials Imported $5,776,852 $6,307,174 (8.4) ($530,322)
23 24 Bailey's Original Irish Cream Cordials Imported $5,114,543 $5,205,849 (1.8) ($91,306)
24 27 Ketel One Vodka Imported $5,004,137 $4,821,027 3.8 $183,111 
25 22 Dewar's White Label Scotch Whiskey $4,993,675 $5,249,964 (4.9) ($256,288)
26 26 Early Times Domestic Whiskey $4,945,435 $4,840,171 2.2 $105,264 
27 28 E & J VS Brandy Grape $4,916,239 $4,809,215 2.2 $107,024 
28 25 Stolichnaya Vodka Imported $4,808,335 $5,159,694 (6.8) ($351,359)
29 30 Burnett's Vodka Domestic $4,795,277 $4,377,852 9.5 $417,425 
30 23 Paul Masson Grande Amber VS Brandy Grape $4,760,645 $5,218,784 (8.8) ($458,139)
31 29 Southern Comfort Cordials Domestic $4,451,714 $4,617,797 (3.6) ($166,083)
32 36 Evan Williams Black Straight Bourbon Whiskey $4,391,617 $3,943,162 11.4 $448,455 
33 34 Malibu Coconut Rum Imported $4,309,852 $4,167,940 3.4 $141,912 
34 32 Wild Turkey 101 Straight Bourbon Whiskey $4,276,895 $4,192,057 2.0 $84,838 
35 35 Johnnie Walker Black Scotch Whiskey $4,231,873 $4,115,744 2.8 $116,130 
36 31 Kahlua Coffee Cordials Imported $4,025,026 $4,253,143 (5.4) ($228,117)
37 37 Seagram's 7 Crown Blended Whiskey $3,969,913 $3,915,640 1.4 $54,273 
38 39 Bacardi Gold Rum Domestic $3,756,513 $3,717,271 1.1 $39,242 
39 38 Bombay Sapphire Gin Imported $3,707,345 $3,765,929 (1.6) ($58,585)
40 41 E & J VSOP Brandy Grape $3,511,555 $3,252,576 8.0 $258,979 
41 40 Courvoisier VS Cognac\Armagnac $3,385,785 $3,326,860 1.8 $58,926 
42 49 Jameson Irish Whiskey $3,247,135 $2,709,001 19.9 $538,135 
43 43 Johnnie Walker Red Scotch Whiskey $3,001,227 $2,926,959 2.5 $74,268 
44 42 Absolut Citron Vodka Flavored $2,920,671 $2,985,217 (2.2) ($64,547)
45 44 Aristocrat White Domestic Rum $2,865,613 $2,744,757 4.4 $120,855 
46 53 Evan Williams Green Straight Bourbon Whiskey $2,829,532 $2,346,960 20.6 $482,572 
47 48 Henry McKenna Straight Bourbon Whiskey $2,793,430 $2,629,303 6.2 $164,126 
48 100 Firefly Sweet Tea Vodka Flavored $2,706,024 $0 $2,706,024 
49 56 Barton Domestic Gin $2,623,266 $2,255,276 16.3 $367,990 
50 46 Chivas Regal Scotch Whiskey $2,535,950 $2,736,962 (7.3) ($201,011)
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A Message from the Chair and Chief Operating & Financial Officers

We are pleased to present the Fiscal Year 2009 Annual Report for the Virginia
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC). These facts and figures represent 
an eleventh record-breaking year for retail sales by our agency. In Fiscal Year 2009,
additional revenue was generated by the opening of three new stores. Also in Fiscal Year
2009, ABC operations returned record profits to the Commonwealth of Virginia. The
agency has contributed more than $1.5 billion dollars to the commonwealth in the last
five years.

We stand behind these figures with pride in the accomplishments made possible by the
hard working and dedicated employees of ABC. To the best of our knowledge, these fig-
ures accurately represent the operations of our agency during the fiscal year. The finan-
cial statements of the agency are audited annually by the Auditor of Public Accounts as
required by the code of Virginia. �

Financial Results in Brief, 
Fiscal Year 2009 (Pre-Audit)
Revenue Source FY 09
ABC profit transfers (1) $ 111,822,139 
State taxes (2) 109,642,969  
General sales tax (3) 26,224,280  
Wine liter tax (4) 30,050,875  
Malt beverage tax (5) 44,582,722  

Total $ 322,322,985  
(1) Source: “Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Assets” (p. 32). Profits

are reported in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Profits
include licensing fees and ABC’s portion of the wine liter tax. 

(2) Source: “Notes to Financial Statements 4.B. Receipts” (p. 36). State tax on distilled
spirits = 20 percent. State tax on wine sold in ABC stores = 4 percent. 

(3) Source: “Notes to Financial Statements 4.C. Collections” (p. 37). General sales tax rate
is 5 percent.

(4) Source: “Notes to Financial Statements 4.B. Receipts” (p. 36). The non-ABC portion of
the wine liter tax = $.40 per liter. $9,886,363 of the wine liter tax is transferred to the
Virginia Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and Substance Abuse
Services (now Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services). 

(5) Source: “Notes to Financial Statements 9. Collected”  (p. 39).

Sales of All Beverages, Fiscal Year 2009 (Pre-Audit)
Product Gallons (1) Liters Total Gallons (%) Gross Dollars Gross Sales (%)

STATE STORE SALES
Distilled spirits 9,139,543 34,596,919 95.9% $658,228,945 98.9%  
Virginia wine 29,078 110,072 0.3% $1,522,550 0.2%  
Vermouth 39,139 148,157 0.4% $1,353,039 0.2% 
Miscellaneous mixers 3,904 14,780 0.0% $82,456 0.0% 
Alcohol 124 469 0.0% $9,081 0.0%  
Nonalcoholic mixers 325,117 1,230,701 3.4% $4,366,632 0.7%  

Total 9,533,001 36,086,319 100.0% $665,480,247 100.0% 

DIRECT SALES FROM WHOLESALERS
Wines ($0.40 liter) (2) 20,981,264 79,422,686 11.6% $30,050,875 40.3%  
Beer ($7.95 barrel) (3) 160,200,584 606,424,893 88.4% $44,582,722 59.7%  

Total 181,181,848 685,847,578 100.0% $74,633,597 100.0% 
(1) Excludes miscellaneous records, nonbeverage and confiscated items.
(2) Gross liter tax for wines after 12 percent allocated to ABC revenue
(3) Malt beverage gallons are estimated. Gross tax is taken from the malt beverage tax listed in “Financial Results in Brief, Fiscal Year 2009 (Pre-Audit)” (this page).
Source: Policy Analysis and Support Services (PASS)

Chair Susan R. Swecker (center), with Chief
Operating Officer W. Curtis Coleburn (left)  and
Chief Financial Officer J. Craig Vanderland
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Comparison of Products Sold / Market Share, 
Fiscal Year 2009 vs. Fiscal Year 2008

Cases Sold Market Share (%) Change
Products FY 09 FY 08 FY 09 FY 08 (%)
Vodka 1,125,096 966,393 29.9 26.8 16.4%

Domestic 655,784 611,207 17.4 16.9 7.3%
Imported 295,702 236,843 7.9 6.6 24.9%
Flavored 173,610 118,343 4.6 3.3 46.7%

Rum 398,904 397,826 10.6 11.0 0.3%
Domestic 253,481 345,427 6.7 9.6 (26.6%)
Imported 145,423 52,398 3.9 1.5 177.5%

Cordials 385,511 383,833 10.3 10.6 0.4%
Imported 208,697 215,448 5.5 6.0 (3.1%)
Domestic 176,814 168,385 4.7 4.7 5.0%

Straight bourbon whiskey 357,966 354,298 9.5 9.8 1.0%
Gin 252,982 255,097 6.7 7.1 (0.8%)

Domestic 187,992 188,317 5.0 5.2 (0.2%)
Imported 52,125 56,327 1.4 1.6 (7.5%)
Flavored 12,033 9,519 0.3 0.3 26.4% 
Sloe 833 934 0.0 0.0 (10.9%)

Tequila 175,651 167,567 4.7 4.6 4.8%
Canadian whisky 173,198 172,181 4.6 4.8 0.6%
Brandy 145,523 151,642 3.9 4.2 (4.0%)

Grape 124,584 130,912 3.3 3.6 (4.8%)
Imported 9,814 9,813 0.3 0.3 0.0%
Blackberry 2,755 2,710 0.1 0.1 1.7%
Apricot 2,424 2,514 0.1 0.1 (3.6%)
Peach 2,293 2,440 0.1 0.1 (6.0%)
Apple 1,094 1,082 0.0 0.0 1.1%
Flavored 1,459 995 0.0 0.0 46.6%
Cherry 1,080 1,176 0.0 0.0 (8.1%)
Fruit 20 0 0.0 0.0 —

Scotch whiskey 137,725 144,002 3.7 4.0 (4.4%)
Tennessee whiskey 98,355 97,602 2.6 2.7 0.8% 
Cognac\ Armagnac 77,933 77,455 2.1 2.1 0.6% 
Cocktails 84,066 79,443 2.2 2.2 5.8% 

Domestic 78,730 71,368 2.1 2.0 10.3% 
Imported 5,336 8,075 0.1 0.2 (33.9%)

Blended whiskey 95,290 76,573 2.5 2.1 24.4% 
Specialty bottles 26,189 64,251 0.7 1.8 (59.2%)

Imported 20,027 49,970 0.5 1.4 (59.9%)
Domestic 6,162 14,280 0.2 0.4 (56.8%)

Domestic whiskey 43,452 40,279 1.2 1.1 7.9% 
Irish whiskey 17,852 14,030 0.5 0.4 27.2% 
Egg nog 3,966 10,970 0.1 0.3 (63.8%)
Corn whiskey 4,168 3,212 0.1 0.1 29.8% 
Bottled in bond 532 1,581 0.0 0.0 (66.3%)
Miscellaneous mixers 0 1,401 0.0 0.0 (100.0%)
Rock & rye 1,393 1,341 0.0 0.0 3.9% 
Straight rye whiskey 1,385 695 0.0 0.0 99.2% 
Alcohol 46 52 0.0 0.0 (11.5%)

Vermouth 15,963 16,765 0.4 0.5 (4.8%)
Imported 8,169 9,936 0.2 0.3 (17.8%)
Domestic 7,794 6,828 0.2 0.2 14.1% 

Virginia wine 12,262 5,561 0.3 0.2 120.5% 

Nonalcoholic mixers 113,845 111,552 3.0 3.1 2.1% 
Nonbeverage item 11,669 10,847 0.3 0.3 7.6% 

Statewide totals* 3,760,921 3,606,462 100.0 100.0 4.3% 
* Excludes miscellaneous records and confiscated items.
Source: Wholesale/Retail Operations
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Alexandria wet 6 0 8 6 3 1 4 6 33 2 0 12 29 15 13 130 181 2 451
Bedford wet 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 5 1 3 7 1 20
Bristol wet 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 13 1 0 2 4 9 2 14 23 0 70
Buena Vista wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 5 0 1 6 0 17
Charles City County - wet 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 3 0 2 4 0 13
Charlottesville wet 5 1 5 6 1 0 8 7 21 2 0 5 21 17 3 95 134 1 332
Chesapeake wet 6 0 6 9 0 0 1 10 76 1 1 11 28 48 3 112 164 2 478
Colonial Heights wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 10 0 0 3 2 6 2 18 27 0 70
Covington wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 1 0 3 0 1 3 0 12
Danville wet 2 1 0 1 0 0 1 6 39 0 0 4 2 31 2 20 42 0 151
Emporia wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 2 0 4 0 2 2 0 20
Fairfax wet 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 5 0 0 4 9 11 0 36 54 0 124
Falls Church wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 2 1 5 0 14 34 0 62
Franklin wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 0 0 0 1 4 0 5 8 0 25
Fredericksburg wet 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 21 0 0 1 7 5 4 52 78 0 174
Galax wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 1 2 4 0 7 10 0 28
Hampton wet 9 1 2 2 2 1 1 19 45 0 0 7 13 39 8 50 91 0 290
Harrisonburg wet 1 1 0 0 1 0 2 6 20 0 0 5 8 15 3 31 59 0 152
Hopewell wet 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 15 0 0 1 2 8 0 12 17 0 62
James City County - wet 3 0 1 1 1 0 3 3 14 2 1 4 9 10 4 45 67 3 171
Lexington wet 2 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 4 1 0 8 15 0 34
Lynchburg wet 3 1 0 4 1 0 4 7 27 0 0 5 8 27 6 44 68 0 205
Manassas wet 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 3 10 0 0 2 6 16 0 26 45 0 111
Manassas Park wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 5 0 4 9 0 24
Martinsville wet 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 9 0 0 0 3 5 1 9 12 0 43
Newport News wet 7 0 2 2 0 1 4 13 68 1 0 6 16 55 8 98 159 0 440
Norfolk wet 14 2 0 3 0 3 9 30 55 0 0 10 23 73 10 166 221 0 619
Norton wet 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 1 0 2 2 1 3 0 16
Petersburg wet 2 0 2 4 0 0 1 8 32 0 0 2 2 20 1 15 30 0 119
Poquoson wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 2 3 0 4 10 0 22
Portsmouth wet 5 0 0 0 0 2 0 14 32 0 0 5 7 31 0 42 55 0 193
Radford wet 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 2 0 1 0 8 1 10 11 0 40
Richmond wet 13 4 8 8 2 1 13 24 131 5 1 16 18 65 8 236 317 0 870
Roanoke wet 3 0 0 3 2 2 5 10 77 0 0 3 10 33 4 82 115 0 349
Salem wet 4 0 2 2 0 0 1 5 22 0 0 3 3 6 1 11 28 0 88
Staunton wet 1 2 0 0 2 0 3 4 11 1 0 2 5 11 3 14 26 2 87
Suffolk wet 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 25 2 0 3 10 22 4 31 43 0 149
Virginia Beach wet 22 2 3 4 1 2 9 14 103 3 1 24 61 103 18 414 553 0 1,337
Waynesboro wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 8 0 0 3 5 13 0 12 22 0 65
Williamsburg wet 5 9 0 0 0 0 3 0 6 0 0 2 6 4 7 41 57 0 140
Winchester wet 5 1 4 2 1 0 1 6 8 0 0 4 8 16 3 35 58 0 152

Grand Total 130 29 43 60 17 14 81 221 986 23 4 160 337 766 122 1953 2,868 11 7,825

www.abc.virginia.gov

2006 Establishments by License Category – Cities

(1) “Liquor by the Drink”: “Dry”—not approved for liquor by the drink; 
“Wet”— approved for liquor by the drink.

(2) “Restaurants (Mixed Beverage)” represents the total number of wine and beer
establishments also having mixed beverage licenses. These licenses are
included in the grand total column.

(3) “All Others” includes hospitals, fire departments, rescue squads, performing
arts facilities, gift shops, food concessions, etc. It does not include banquets.

Source: CORE, July 2009
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Accomack wet 4 6 2 2 0 0 0 3 29 1 0 2 6 16 3 23 43 1 141
Albemarle wet 18 5 2 9 3 0 5 9 26 2 1 2 27 23 5 39 73 19 268
Alleghany wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 9 0 0 1 1 11 0 6 16 0 49
Amelia wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 13 0 0 1 0 3 0 1 4 0 23
Amherst wet 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 14 1 0 2 0 16 0 10 19 2 69
Appomattox wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 0 0 0 1 12 0 2 6 0 28
Arlington wet 3 0 1 0 2 6 3 6 49 1 0 17 25 36 24 203 286 0 662
Augusta wet 1 1 1 4 0 0 1 3 23 0 0 3 5 24 1 11 22 1 101
Bath wet 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 1 4 1 6 11 0 32
Bedford wet 9 3 0 3 0 0 1 6 23 0 0 4 3 19 1 20 39 4 135
Bland dry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 1 0 8
Botetourt wet 2 0 0 4 0 0 0 1 16 0 0 1 1 11 0 3 15 3 57
Brunswick wet 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 1 0 7 1 4 10 0 41
Buchanan dry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 15 2 0 2 1 12 0 0 4 0 37
Buckingham wet 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1 0 0 0 15 0 3 4 0 29
Campbell wet 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 34 0 0 3 1 29 1 8 20 1 102
Caroline wet 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 22 0 0 1 2 7 0 4 14 0 53
Carroll wet 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 18 0 0 1 0 11 1 3 6 2 47
Charles City wet 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 3 0 2 4 0 13
Charlotte dry 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 10 0 0 1 0 15 1 0 3 0 32
Chesterfield wet 7 0 2 2 2 0 6 6 95 1 0 22 26 58 4 141 208 1 581
Clarke wet 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 7 0 0 0 3 5 0 5 11 2 41
Craig dry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 6
Culpeper wet 6 1 1 3 0 0 1 5 15 0 1 3 3 27 2 20 34 2 124
Cumberland wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 12
Dickenson wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 1 0 0 0 7 0 0 3 0 20
Dinwiddie wet 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 21 0 0 1 1 10 0 3 7 0 46
Essex wet 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 9 1 0 1 1 7 0 6 10 2 40
Fairfax wet 25 0 51 39 3 0 20 28 89 6 2 58 126 120 42 570 858 0 2,037
Fauquier wet 14 2 3 14 0 0 3 4 28 1 0 4 12 19 4 33 50 18 209
Floyd dry 1 1 0 1 3 0 0 2 5 0 1 0 1 3 0 1 8 2 29
Fluvanna wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 1 3 3 0 4 12 0 28
Franklin wet 3 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 29 0 0 3 5 19 0 22 37 1 123
Frederick wet 4 2 2 6 0 0 2 4 23 1 0 2 12 29 3 26 36 3 155
Giles wet 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 10 3 0 2 0 11 1 1 7 0 41
Gloucester wet 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 19 1 0 2 4 12 0 16 25 0 84
Goochland wet 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 9 0 0 0 3 7 0 10 21 2 57
Grayson dry 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 2 0 0 0 5 0 1 4 0 18
Greene wet 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 7 0 0 0 2 5 0 6 10 2 37
Greensville wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 12 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 16
Halifax wet 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 14 0 0 1 0 36 1 9 25 4 99
Hanover wet 3 0 6 6 0 0 3 7 41 1 0 5 9 26 1 40 77 1 226
Henrico wet 9 0 12 17 0 0 9 17 127 1 0 22 36 53 20 179 252 0 754
Henry wet 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 38 0 0 4 1 32 1 4 20 0 111
Highland dry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 6 1 0 1 0 11
Isle of Wight wet 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 19 0 0 2 9 7 1 8 16 0 68
James City wet 3 0 1 1 1 0 3 3 14 2 1 4 9 10 4 45 67 3 171
King & Queen wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 4 0 1 2 0 12
King George wet 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 2 4 0 6 14 1 39
King William wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 7 0 0 1 2 6 0 6 12 0 37
Lancaster wet 3 1 0 1 0 1 0 4 5 0 0 1 2 12 3 19 27 2 81
Lee dry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 21 0 0 1 0 7 0 0 4 0 37
Loudoun wet 21 3 9 27 3 16 10 8 44 3 0 14 45 44 11 149 252 24 683
Louisa wet 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 13 0 0 1 0 19 2 7 13 2 65
Lunenburg wet 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 9 0 0 0 0 10 0 1 4 0 29
Madison wet 1 3 0 2 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 1 5 1 3 7 9 38
Mathews wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 6 0 0 0 3 1 0 3 5 0 20
Mecklenburg wet 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 10 33 0 0 2 0 21 1 11 18 1 100
Middlesex wet 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 0 0 0 4 5 0 12 15 0 49
Montgomery wet 0 2 0 0 1 0 4 2 28 2 0 3 6 27 2 44 73 0 194
Nelson wet 12 4 1 6 2 0 1 2 10 1 0 0 1 13 2 4 9 10 78
New Kent wet 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 2 3 6 0 8 15 1 46
Northampton wet 4 1 1 4 0 1 1 2 14 0 0 1 1 6 1 13 20 2 72
Northumberland wet 4 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 5 0 0 1 1 8 0 5 10 1 39
Nottoway wet 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 4 12 0 0 0 0 7 0 4 12 0 43
Orange wet 4 4 0 1 0 0 0 3 17 0 0 3 3 6 0 9 18 3 71
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2006 Establishments by License Category – Cities2009 Establishments by License Category—Counties

Co
un

tie
s

Li
qu

or
 b

y 
th

e 
D

ri
nk

 (1
)

B
ed

 a
nd

 B
re

ak
fa

st

B
ee

r/
W

in
e 

Im
po

rt
er

s

B
ee

r/
W

in
e 

W
ho

le
sa

le
rs

B
re

w
er

y

Ca
rr

ie
r L

ic
en

se
e

Ca
te

re
r 

Es
ta

bl
is

hm
en

ts

Cl
ub

s

Co
nv

en
ie

nc
e 

St
or

es

D
el

ic
at

es
se

ns

D
is

til
le

ry

D
ru

g 
St

or
es

G
ou

rm
et

 / 
G

ou
rm

et
 B

re
w

 S
ho

ps

G
ro

ce
ry

 / 
G

ro
ce

ry
-

G
ou

rm
et

 S
to

re
s

H
ot

el
s/

Re
so

rt
s

Re
st

au
ra

nt
s 

(M
ix

ed
 B

ev
er

ag
e)

 (2
)

Re
st

au
ra

nt
s 

(B
ee

r a
nd

 W
in

e)

W
in

er
y

A
ll 

O
th

er
s 

(3
)

G
ra

nd
 T

ot
al

VIRGINIA ABC • 2009 ANNUAL REPORT • FINANCIAL REPORTS • PAGE 22

(continued)
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2006 Establishments by License Category – Cities2009 ESTABLISHMENTS BY LICENSE CATEGORY—COUNTIES (CONTINUED)
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Page wet 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 6 11 1 0 0 1 13 2 7 17 2 67
Patrick dry 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 13 0 0 1 0 15 0 1 8 1 43
Pittsylvania wet 2 1 1 4 0 0 0 5 31 0 0 1 0 35 0 1 14 1 96
Powhatan wet 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 14 0 0 0 1 2 0 12 16 1 49
Prince Edward wet 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 13 0 0 2 1 10 0 11 20 1 63
Prince George wet 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 12 0 0 2 1 8 0 9 13 0 48
Prince William wet 11 0 10 13 0 1 3 12 57 2 0 17 41 85 6 160 240 1 659
Pulaski wet 2 0 0 1 1 0 1 6 11 2 0 3 1 27 0 5 15 1 76
Rappahannock wet 5 6 0 4 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 2 5 0 2 6 5 39
Richmond wet 1 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 7 0 2 7 2 28
Roanoke wet 1 0 5 6 0 0 2 4 34 0 0 5 7 15 0 36 59 2 176
Rockbridge wet 2 4 0 1 0 0 2 3 17 0 0 0 0 12 4 5 12 2 64
Rockingham wet 2 1 0 1 2 0 0 5 38 0 0 2 3 13 0 8 25 2 102
Russell dry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 16 0 0 1 1 5 0 2 5 1 33
Scott wet 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 1 1 16 0 1 5 0 36
Shenandoah wet 5 2 0 3 0 0 0 9 13 0 0 3 6 30 3 14 36 6 130
Smyth wet 1 1 2 5 0 0 0 2 19 1 0 1 1 15 1 3 14 2 68
Southampton wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 13 0 0 1 1 12 0 3 4 0 36
Spotsylvania wet 6 0 0 3 0 0 0 6 53 1 1 11 16 23 1 46 75 2 244
Stafford wet 8 0 2 4 0 0 1 6 44 1 0 8 7 18 0 41 68 2 210
Surry wet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 4 0 15
Sussex wet 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 16 0 0 0 1 11 0 0 7 0 40
Tazewell wet 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 23 1 0 2 2 29 0 7 17 0 87
Warren wet 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 5 16 0 0 1 4 19 1 20 33 2 105
Washington wet 3 5 1 3 0 0 1 2 33 2 0 1 5 15 2 10 22 2 107
Westmoreland wet 6 1 0 2 0 0 0 7 8 0 0 2 3 12 0 12 18 5 76
Wise wet 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 33 0 0 3 2 7 0 5 14 1 68
Wythe wet 2 0 1 3 0 0 0 3 19 2 0 1 1 21 0 10 12 2 77
York wet 6 0 0 1 2 0 0 3 22 0 0 4 10 16 5 29 59 2 159

Grand Total 276 80 120 234 25 26 91 311 1,859 49 8 283 534 1,512 172 2,267 3,778 180 11,805

(1) “Liquor by the Drink”: “Dry”—not approved for liquor by the drink; 
“Wet”— approved for liquor by the drink.

(2) “Restaurants (Mixed Beverage)” represents the total number of wine and beer
establishments also having mixed beverage licenses. These licenses are
included in the grand total column.

(3) “All Others” includes hospitals, fire departments, rescue squads, performing
arts facilities, gift shops, food concessions, etc. It does not include banquets.

Source: CORE, July 2009

NOTES:
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(Left) Opened on June 25, 1934, six months after
the repeal of Prohibition, Virginia ABC Store 123
at 531 Main Street in Clifton Forge holds a
unique place in ABC history as the only store to
remain in its original location for 75 years. On
the eve of the store's 75th anniversary, ABC
Board Commissioners Susan Swecker and Frank
Hall, and representatives from the Wholesale/
Retail Division and Bureau of Law Enforcement
hosted an open house focusing on Clifton
Forge's unique place in ABC history and the
agency's public safety mission.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

The financial statements of the agency are audited annually by the Auditor of Public
Accounts as required by the Code of Virginia. The Auditor of Public Accounts is part of
the legislative branch of Virginia government and reports through the Joint Legislative
Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) of the General Assembly. This structure pro-
vides independence from the executive and judicial branch agencies they audit. �
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(Below) ABC Board members, executives and
employees at the grand opening in 2009 of 
Store 114, Colonial Heights.
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ABC has come a long way since Virginia citizens
voted to enact “a plan of liquor control” in 1934

• The Pullman Company received the first ABC
license in April 1934 and today there are more
than 15,000 licensed establishments in Virginia.

• The first four ABC stores opened in May 1934 and
today ABC operates 332 stores statewide, 18 of
which are owned, the rest are leased.

• ABC special agents were granted full police
powers statewide in 1936; mainly enforcing the
laws against bootlegging and moonshining.
Today agent duties are wide ranging; from inves-
tigating narcotics trafficking to tax embezzle-
ment, in addition to monitoring licensed estab-
lishments for compliance with Virginia laws.

• The ABC warehouse moved from Harrison and
West Broad Streets in Richmond to its current
location at 2901 Hermitage Road in 1971. Recent
warehouse automation enables the agency to
maintain excellent product service levels. The
system is capable of processing 20,000 cases in
a normal eight-hour shift.

• In the last 75 years, ABC has contributed more
than $6 billion to the Commonwealth of Virginia’s
General Fund. In the last five years, ABC has con-
tributed $1.5 billion. All ABC contributions go
directly into the General Fund.

In addition to being a major source of revenue for
the Commonwealth, ABC is: a public safety agency
enforcing criminal and ABC laws in more than
15,000 licensed establishments; a leader in alcohol
education/prevention programs and compliance
training for sellers and servers of alcohol; and an
administrative hearing agency addressing issues
with establishments holding ABC licenses.

While much has changed in the 75 years since its
inception, ABC remains committed to providing
excellent customer service, enhancing public safe-
ty and maximizing revenue returned to the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

Historic ABC photos, left (top to bottom):
ABC agents destroy illegal still, ca. 1940s;
Department of Prohibition Inspector, ca. 1919; 
ABC ration coupons, ca. 1942; first female store
employees in Roanoke, 1970; conventional ABC
store, ca. 1930s; ABC Special Agent Floyd Vincent,
killed in the line of duty, January 22, 1950.

Modern ABC photos, right (top to bottom):
ABC special agents at firing range; ABC store asso-
ciate with customer (this photo was created for the
2009 Hidden Epidemic conference); YADAPP con-
ference, organized by ABC; ABC store associate;
ABC’s modern central warehouse; Special Agent
John Hughes checks IDS at a licensed establish-
ment.


